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The next Chapter meeting for is planned for April 10th online 

Annual Chapter Dues for 2021 are due ($35) 
Send check to EAA Chapter 292, 4803 Airport Rd.   Independence, Oregon, 97351 

Or online registration is available through EAA292.gmail.com 
 

President’s Message 
Luck of the Irish! 

This past week some of us celebrated St. Patrick’s Day. Since my middle name is Patrick, and 
my last name is Kelley, you might automatically assume that I’m of Irish descent. According 
to my DNA test (which I did for fun several years back), I am 27% Irish and have had a “lucky” 
life…but I digress. I started thinking about what is means by “being lucky” (and 
don’t confuse this with “getting lucky!”)   

“It’s better to be lucky than good”, the line goes. And maybe that’s true — if you just want to be merely good 
or not much better than average. But what if you want to build or do something great.  

Let us examine this critically: “I’d rather be lucky than good” is saying that you would willingly give up skill, 
something over which you exert complete control, for luck, something over which you have absolutely zero 
control.  That completely goes against everything we are as builders and pilots. We all know the feeling of 
making a part (metal, wood, or composite) and having that part “fit” just perfectly. That’s not being lucky, 
that’s being good.  Is flying into deteriorating weather bad luck? Probably not…it’s likely that you didn’t have 
(or use) the knowledge or skills to keep you out of it. Is there such a thing as bad luck (or fate)? 
Absolutely…how about a bird strike which is something totally outside the pilot’s control (except for 
occasional NOTAMs or PIREPS). However, in those rare cases, it is best to have the skills (the being “good” 
part) to get you out of trouble.  

“Ah-ha” I thought, ”Bad Luck gets you into situations, and then Skills get you out”…and then I caught myself. 
No… “poor planning, poor judgement, and poor maintenance usually gets you into those situations, and good 
skills may get you out of them!” 

We’ve recently had several good days for flying and we’re all “chomping at the 
bit” to get up in the sky. Remember that you may not have flown in a while and 
your skills may be “rusty” at-best (or “forgotten” at-worst.) Take some extra time 
for preparation. Do a thorough pre-flight. Watch some FAAST Wings videos 
https://www.faasafety.gov. Grab an instructor take them along on your flight 
(you can always get ahead of schedule on your biannual flight reviews). Safely 
work your way back into your Spring and Summer flying patterns. I sincerely wish 
you lots of “luck,” but remember, pilots can-and-do create their own luck…and 
the best pilots/builders will be both “Lucky & Good!” 

https://www.faasafety.gov/
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National Tools Day 
A year ago I announced that March 11th 2021, was “National Worship of Tools Day” 
(NWTD) and that the Chapter should do something fun to recognize it. Who would have 
even guessed that society would be where it is at today? None the less, I wanted to 
highlight and discuss NWTD (as one of my favorite conversation topics) anyway! 

What is National Worship of Tools Day? (From the internet) 

“It’s the satisfying moment when you realize you have exactly the right tool for the right job. Anyone can 
enjoy that moment too, whether it’s framing carpentry or electrical wiring that brings out the toolbox. 

National Worship of Tools Day celebrates our many implements of construction, destruction, and repair.”  

I took the liberty of modifying some of the internet text to better suit our typical day-to-day actions! 

Things Airplanes break, and we can let them stay grounded broken or replace them (are you 
kidding?) But it is often more rewarding to puzzle through shop for new tools on-line and make a 

repair on our own. Our airplane tools make this possible. They also allow us the pleasure of 
building household airplane projects, such as toy airplanes  boxes, new airplane kits, scratch 
airplanes, new airplane hangars kitchen shelves, or simple birdhouses avionics panels for the 
backyard airplane. With how-to videos just clicks away in the DIY world, home airplane repairs 
and projects are easier than ever. Take National Worship of Tools Day to enjoy the work your 

airplane tools allow you to do on your airplane. 

The discussion of tools is “near-and-dear” to my heart. Many of you know that I have spent these past Winter 
months “hibernating” somewhere away from Independence. During this time away from my airplanes, hangar, 
workshop and tools, I’ve realized that in-fact…I’m a “tinkerer.” Not having access to tools and projects has left 
me with a severe case of “withdrawal.”  To compensate, I’ve taken up working on some smaller projects, like 
golf carts. Here’s the problem. For any task, I need a wrench…don’t have one. There’s a quick trip to Harbor 
Freight. Oh…some bolts are SAE and some bolts are metric…there’s another trip. I need to make a 1 1/8” hole. 
Drat…no bit or hole saw. Order one on-line and then wait 2-3 days for it to arrive! (then more of same) 

My point is that most EAA members are spoiled. We have access to every tool 
under the sun, and if you don’t have it…your neighbor does! Not only do we 
have access to tool resources, we have access to stimulating projects! Even if 
it’s a simple shelf for the house, it’s likely made out of 6061-T6 with all stress 
risers sanded and polished out with the Scotchbrite wheel! I can testify that we 
really don’t know how good we have it until those tools and projects are no 
longer there. I have to stop writing now, because I need to make another trip to 

the hardware store to buy a few supplies for some more “tinkering” on another golf cart modification! 

 

Youth Build and Ray Scholarships 
Congratulations goes out to Chapter 292 for again being 
awarded another Ray Scholarship! Very few Chapters have 
been awarded, any…much less four! So far we’ve awarded 
Anders, Kristin and Zack scholarships. The Ray Scholarship 
committee, headed up by Deb Origer (former Youth Activities Chair) has worked closely with National to make 
sure we’re taking advantage of all the opportunities available. The committee will be officially awarding the 4 th 
scholarship to an applicant soon. Thanks again Deb (and previously Mike Ryer)! 



The Taledragger April 2021 EAA Chapter 292 
    

3 
 

The Youth Build group, led by Al Cleveland, had its re-organizational meeting on 
Saturday, March 20th. The meeting was well attended by both current members, new 
prospective members and supportive parents. We expect the program to quickly swing 
back into full gear to complete the construction of the RV-12iS. 
 

Fly-In 2021 
There are still a lot of questions to me answered, but it feels like momentum 
could be building for our annual August Wings over the Willamette Fly-in & 
STOL Expo. Rumor has it that Steve Wheat has agreed to Chair the fly-in 
portion and Tim Isaac will return to Chair the STOL Expo. There had been some 
tentative dates thrown out, but our new tentative dates are Aug 14-15 (which 
would replace our August Chapter meeting). Although we’re fairly certain 
about holding a pancake breakfast at a minimum, unknowns at this time are 
Van’s Aircraft participation, meals, forums, activities, format, etc. There’ll likely 
be a meeting soon to start answering some of these questions. Of course, the 
underlying issue will continue to be the status of COVID-19. 
Stay Tuned! If you have ideas or suggestions, get them to Steve, Tim, or Dave 
Ullman. 
 

Member Recognition 
 Ron Sterba, AKA Mr. Gizmo is our latest EAA Chapter 292 Lifetime member! 
Most of us know Ron from either his recently completed RV-9A, or his collection 
of interesting gadgets and tools that he’s either bought or made. We always enjoy 
one of Ron’s “Mr. Gizmo” presentations! Ron has now completed the “trifecta” of 
being a Lifetime member of EAA 292, EAA National, and AOPA. Congratulations 
that thank you Ron! 

 

Harry Bladow is a former EAA 292 Chapter member who now lives in Sierra 
Vista, AZ. Harry was recognized with the FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot 
Award. Harry had lived in the airpark for many years and had been actively 
flying from 1958 to 2019 which is 61 years (but the award can only state 50 
years).  Harry had accumulated over 10,800 flight hours. He won’t be here 
to be recognized but asked that everyone “raise a glass” and celebrate with 
him. Congratulations Harry! 

I’d like to also recognize Bob Marr who has always been a great friend to 
the Chapter. Bob passed away last week, and Rich Harrison has written up a 
short paragraph which follows. 

 

Until Next Month, 
Stay “Lucky” AND Safe! 
              

Mike Kelley 
President, EAA Chapter 292 
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Meeting Minutes 
Board meeting 3/13/21 

• On the call was Mike Short, Ernie Moreno, Bob Schwarzler , Dennis Fuhrman, Mike Kelley, Chuck West, Dave 

Ullman, Vince Homer, Bruce Patton, Jerry Pryce, Steve Sands, John Roberts, Kristin Taylor, Rich Harrison, Deb 

Origer,  

• Mike Kelley opened the meeting at 8:32 

• Mike went over the agenda for the general meeting. Mike and Jerry covered upcoming meetings. 

• Mike discussed that the current plan is to have the first Face to Face meeting in July, probably outside.  This 

would include the “Light Flight” presentations.   

• John covered the membership numbers.  We now have to 210 paid up members so far this year. 

• A motion was put forward for new members that join after Sept 1 that they showed paid for the following year.  
This does not apply to old members that are past due.  This was approved unanimously by the Board. 

• John covered the finances for the chapter. 

• John and Deb covered the Ray Scholarship accounts and how they are getting spent. 

o Youth Report- Dave 

701 still going through flying off the time in preparation to getting it ready to sell.  Plans are to offer 

rides to the kids that helped build it before it is sold. 

o We will be moving forward with Young Eagles on June 12th. 

o The Youth Aviation weekend will be put off until the fall. 

o Youth build – looking for more help on getting the RV-12 completed (adults and kids). 

o Meeting planned for March 20th for parents and kids. 

o Deb announced that the Advanced Air Academy is canceled, but those who were signed up for this year 

can go next year even if they have aged out.  Deb is still working with David who was to go. 

• Vince – Facilities 

o He is working with Kristin for the Mural.   

o Jerry moved that Vince be able to spend the money (up to $500) on the mural.  John seconded and 

motion passed. 

• A Discussion was held on the Independence Flying Club and how that works with the Ray Scholarship and the 

relationship of the flying club to the chapter.  The Flying Club is a separate entity from the Chapter, but we will 

be working closely to support students. 

• Chuck discussed the improvements that he is planning on the Chapter flight Sim.  

o He is planning on a ground school program for youth students.   

o The board Approved by unanimous vote the expenditure of $6163 out of the Sim budget for the 

upgrades. 

• Mike discussed the August fly in.  Dave is going to work with Steve Wheat and come back with a proposal next 
month. 

• Mike ended the meeting at 9:51 

General Meeting 3/13/21 
• Mike opened the meeting at 10:05. 

• Mike went over the do’s and don’ts for the call. 

• Chris Dickie was introduced as a new member who works for Delta Airlines.  He is looking to buy an RV. 

• Mike covered the Membership report. 

• John covered the treasure report. 
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• Mike covered the North Hangar project and said we are not quite ready yet to spend the $7K for Engineering 

work.  When ready after review of the Bylaws this can be done with a vote of the Board. 

• Vince discussed the Mutual project that will be done in the South Hangar working with Kristin. 

• Mike requested that if any member that has a background in Project Management or a background in 

construction please consider joining the Hangar committee. 

• Dave – Youth 
o Covered YE and Teen Aviation weekend and the Meeting on the Youth Build on 3/20 

o The Zenith 701 will be ready to give flights to the kids that helped build it in May, then will be up for 

sale.  Currently has about 25 hours flown off. 

Mike discussed the Ray Scholarship program and we are gearing up to award the 4th scholarship for a 

powered student.  

• Mike played a video from EAA National Charlie Becker talking about chapters start planning to open back up and 

for upcoming events. 

• Chuck West discussed the plans to upgrade the Chapter Flight Simulator.   

• Mike introduced Terry Adair with Affordaplane Aircraft.  Terry discussed his experience with building and flying 

his Affordaplane and how he supports the design working with Dave Edwards the designer. 

• Mike ended the call at 11:57. At peak we had 52 people on the call. 

Remembering Bob Marr 
 

Bob, who was a long-time member of Chapter 292 passed away suddenly at 

his home on March 9, 2021.  In recent years Bob competed in our STOL 

competition in his yellow Cubcrafters Carbon Cub, and was a regular at 7S5.  

Bob flew out of the strip on his ranch just West of Monmouth.  Below is 

from Bob’s obituary.  More on Bob can be seen at 

www.farnstrommortuary.com/obituary/robert-marr 

The oldest of four boys Bob was raised in Falls City and Monmouth OR by 

the timber family of Harvey and Jeanette Marr.  Growing up Bob excelled in 

academics and sports while also working in the woods with his father and 

grandfather. After graduating from Central High School in 1959 Bob 

continued his education and athletic endeavors at Oregon College of 

Education earning his diploma in 1963. 

While attending college he met the love of his life Kay Dee (Estergard).  

They were married in 1962 and both initially pursued careers in education.  

Bob’s strong passion for flying that began as a child led him to becoming a 

commercial pilot in 1966 with Trans World Airlines.  Bob and Kay Dee briefly lived in Kansas City MO and 

Redwood City CA before planting their permanent roots at their country home/airfield located west of 

Monmouth in 1975.  Along the way, Kay Dee and Bob raised three children Lori, Robby and Lance. 

Bob’s passions were his family, friends, and flying. A pillar of the Monmouth community he supported 

numerous athletes and sporting events at Central High School and Western Oregon University.  Bob was a 

natural teacher and shared the joy of flying with countless family and friends.  He is survived by his spouse, 

three brothers, three children and eight grandchildren. 
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Bob will be honored with a “celebration of life” event sometime this approaching summer of ’21 at his 

Monmouth residence (5350 Matney Rd, 97361).   

Ed – Bob will be missed.  EAA 292 will look to participate in Bob’s celebration of life.  

 

Quotes 
Dave Ullman stopped by and handed me a book called “Slipping the Surly Bonds” by Dave English.  The book is 

full of great quotations on flight.  I will try to include some in future Taledragger issues.  Here is one: 

“When once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk the earth with your eyes turned skyward.  For there 

you have been, and there you will always long to return.” 

Leonardo da Vinci 

Youth Activities 
Ray Scholarship Update 

 EAA Chapter 292 has been awarded a third Ray Scholarship for ten thousand dollars for 2021-2022. 
Currently, our chapter has three Ray Scholars! 

Selecting a fourth candidate will begin soon at the chapter level and submitted to EAA for final approval. 
The chosen recipient will have one year to complete their private pilot training from the date the scholarship is 
awarded. Funds from the Ray Scholarship Fund are disbursed to the chapter on a percentage basis i.e., a 
beginning deposit, after solo, etc. If the scholar has $1,500 or less remaining in their account after successfully 
passing their checkride, the scholar may use this money for qualified expenditures such as additional ratings, 
endorsements, or additional aircraft rental for exercising their pilot certificate. 

 
The Ray Scholarship Program Mission simply stated is: 

▪ Strive to make a positive impact on youths and young adults who have a strong passion for aviation 
▪ Provide financial and moral support throughout flight training 
▪ Create a welcoming environment for young aviators in our chapter 
▪ Foster a lifelong relationship within the EAA chapter community 

 
A special thank you to all our chapter members 
who mentor our young scholars!  
 
Debbie Origer 
The Ray Scholarship Coordinator 
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EAA 292 Youth Programs Makes a Difference 

Andrea Wood 

In June of 2013 young Andrea Wood took her first Young 

Eagles flight with EAA 292.  It had a profound influence on 

her.  This March she is graduating from Oregon State University 

with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering 

with a minor in Aerodynamics.  

After the Young Eagles flight, she helped with most of the YE 

events from 2013-2017 and she usually got a flight afterwards. 

She helped build three airplanes: the Sonex, Sept. 2012-Feb. 

2016, the Kolb, Feb. 2016-Dec. 2016, and the Zenith 701, Jan. 

2017-June 2017. She has been active at OSU in the AIAA 

(American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics) club and 

is part of the Design, Build, Fly (DBF) team for her senior 

project. The DBF project involves designing, building, and flying 

a remote-controlled aircraft from scratch to compete against 

DBF teams from other domestic and international universities.  

Since 2019, she has been interning at C-Power, a wave energy systems development company and she has 

accepted a full-time position there starting after graduation.  

Summing up her EAA 292 experience Andrea said, “I was interested in airplanes, but after my Young Eagles 

and building experiences I knew I wanted to be an engineer and understand how airplanes work 

aerodynamically. Understanding the aerodynamics of aircraft design has helped in my work at C-Power 

developing wave energy systems. I am also excited to pursue my pilot's license." 

Rodrigo Morales 
 

Hi my name is Rodrigo, I am 23 and from Salem Oregon. I 
began my aviation interest at Independence Airport in 2015 
when I took my first flight through the Young Eagles event. 
That flight inspired me to be a pilot and I began looking into 
flight schools.  
In 2016 I started my pilot training in Eugene Airport through 
Lane Aviation Academy, and in the first couple of months of 
my training I did my first solo, which further motivated me. I 
earned my Private Pilot license in 2018 then I started 
Instrument training. I earned my Instrument Rating in 2020 
and I had a few more requirements before obtaining my 
Commercial license.  
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This year I made the final push towards my Commercial by flying often, learning all 
the maneuvers, skills, and knowledge needed for the Commercial, and on March 8th, 
2021, I finally earned my Commercial Pilot license. It was not an easy goal, but I 
stayed motivated throughout my training and that is what got me to my end goal. 
And I am grateful for all the support I have received from the mentors I met through 
EAA Ch292, they have inspired me greatly and have helped in many ways. Alongside 
my Commercial license, I also have my Tailwheel endorsement and High-
Performance endorsement which I obtained in Independence Airport. I plan to be an 
Agriculture Pilot, and will begin Ag training hopefully soon, and I am excited to start 
my career.  

 
Builder Reports 

Pietenpol Update – Jake Schultz 
Through the aviation network here at the Independence Airpark I am getting 
help with covering the tail surfaces of my Pietenpol.  I am also taking tailwheel 
training in preparation for flying the 1946 Globe Swift that Denise and I just 
purchased (which is still in Memphis). 
There is a young lady named Payton who works with Robin Reid and her focus is on 
aircraft covering. Payton is gaining some more experience covering my Pietenpol. 
Not all my airframe is ready for cover but the tail surfaces are, which will keep my 
project moving. I bought the fabric and Randolph dope supplies and for the first 
step we both prepared the wood parts with EV400 Epoxy varnish. 

 
As of this date she has completed/sewn the fabric 
envelopes/socks for the rudder, vertical stabilizer, 
horizontal stabilizer, and elevators. She then glued that 
fabric to the structure and shrunk the Ceconite. Denise 
has also helped with cutting the patches.  
 
Fun to be helping/learning and making progress on the 
Pietenpol again after a considerable delay from Denise 
and my move from Washington. 
 
Having fun and learning a lot...  
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Chapter Hangar 3D Mural Project – Vince Homer 
The P-39 mock-up is coming along nicely.  A few more days work to 
finish the desert camo paint job and it will join the other mock-ups 
ready for the mural.  We are hoping to start the project late next 
week. 
Ed - Vince and Kristin will be looking for help painting the Mural 
and hanging the mock-up aircraft.  If you can help out, contact 
Vince or send an email to eaa292@gmail.com. 

 
 

 
Safety 

 
The Inspection 

By Gary Brown, DAR 
 

This subject has been around several times, but recent inspections I have conducted have suggested that they 
be revisited.  Here is a list of items needing attention on several recent inspections: 
 
Jam Nuts - not tightened 
Heim Bearings - jammed to full travel, cannot swivel  
Cotter Pins - missing, or incorrect size and installation 
Wires rubbing - secure properly, especially ignition wires! 
Control deflection - check plans or build manual for specifications 
Controls rubbing - find and fix! 
Hinge pins not secured - yes, they can and do travel! 
Local grounding causing audio noise - better to use a master ground! 
Aluminum fuel lines "kinked" - toss them and re-do! 
Low points in static line without drain 
Non-High -Temp tie wraps in engine compartment 
 
On the other hand, I have seen some incredible "Show Planes" that amateur builders have constructed, far 
better than any factory aircraft.   
 
Also, waiting in the wings (no pun intended):  The EAA is working as we speak with the FAA to reduce all Phase 
1 flight testing to 25 hours from the existing 40; and adopt a "task based" flight test program.   Additionally, 
we are working to change local FAA policy restricting Phase 1 limitations on authorized airports. 
 
Fly Safe! 
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Aviation Funnies 
 

Al Cleveland sent in this photo 
 
He suggested we hold a contest for the best caption.  If you 
have one, send it into eaa292.gmail.com, if they are clean 
enough, I will print them next month. 
 
But I will make the first suggestion – in the Grumman 
American community, this is called “Assuming the Grumman 
Position”.  So, for Al, I would suggest he knows how to 
“Assume the RV Position”.  
  
And as anyone that regularly Assumes the Position knows - 
as soon as you get under the panel and work yourself into a 
position where you can reach what you are working on, the 
tool you need drops on the floor behind you and you have to 
crawl out so you can turn around to retrieve it.  “Thankyou 
Sir, can I have another”.  When I bought my Grumman 40 
years ago, this did not seem like a big deal! 

 
 

Chuck West sent this photo of a set of floats he is working on. 
 
He asked if anyone has some Flex Seal handy?   
I would have to ask is this for Experimental or Certified?  
The Home Built Aircraft isle at True Value carries it…. 
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Young Eagles Rally 
Saturday June 12, 2021, 8:30—11:30 Independence 

State Airport 

EAA Hangar 4803 Airport Rd. Independence, Oregon 

Free Flights for Ages 8—17! 

The EAA Young Eagles program gives young people 

ages 8 - 17 an opportunity to learn about aviation 

and take a flight in an airplane. Since 1992, over 

2M young people have experienced the thrill of 

aviation through this program. 

 

All Young Eagles receive ground school training, a free flight, a picture and an official EAA 

Young Eagles certificate. In addition, thanks to Sporty’s Pilot Shop, Young Eagles also 

receive a Young Eagles Logbook. Mid and High School students get a code to access 

Sporty’s Complete Flight Training Course free of charge! 

 

Ground school is 45 minutes and flights are about 15 minutes long, on a first come basis. 

The length of wait time depends on the number pilots available and the number of 

Young Eagles attending. 

Young Eagles MUST have a Minor Waiver form signed by a parent or guardian to 

participate in a flight. Register online (see link below) and the parent will receive an 

email confirmation with a link to the Minor Waiver.  Print the waiver and bring to the 

event. This opportunity is offered free of charge and are made possible through the 

generosity of Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) member volunteer pilots.  

Register online:  https://youngeaglesday.org/?1735 
For more information about Young Eagles visit the website:  

https://www.eaa292.org/young-eagle-rallies  or  

http://www.youngeagles.com/parents/faq.asp   

EAA Chapter 292 
 

4803 Airport Road 
Independence, Oregon 97351  

 

www.eaa292.org  

 

Email:  cindywoodworth1@gmail.com 

 

https://youngeaglesday.org/?1735
https://www.eaa292.org/young-eagle-rallies
http://www.youngeagles.com/parents/faq.asp
http://www.eaa292.org/

